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THIS 1S UNEVALUATED INFORMATION

SOURCE Przeglad Techniczny, Vo3l LXXIII, No 2,

CENTRAL TECHNICAL LIBRARY PROPOSED FOR POLAND

There are now four basic types of technical and technical-scientific libraries
in Poland:

1. Libraries at technical schools, particularly at schools of higher learn-

ing. Of these, there are the main polytechnic libraries and the specisl research

libraries which are an integral part of various chairs, groups of chairs, and re-
. : search centers and laboratories.

2, Libraries at scientific research institutes. These libraries are organi-
zationally connected to the respective branches of scientific and technical docu-
mentation. Besides having technical literature pertaining specifically to the
subject in which the institute specializes, they also contain general technical
vorks, encyclopedias, dictionaries, etc.

3. Factory libraries. These exlst in almost every production plant and may
S cover a broad or narrow area. They contain publications that have a direct bear-
ing on the production of the respective plant. Such libraries assist the techni-

cal personnel at the plents in solving technical problems and help the personnel ‘J
to educate themselves.

k. The NOT (Naczelns Organizaca Techniczna - Chief Technical Organization) ‘
library system in Poland. These collections are on a polytechnic level with branch {
libraries specializing in subjects of regional industrial interest. This system

conslsts of the NOT Biblioteka Glowna (NOT Central Library, and 18 NOT branch 11i-.
braries. '

The collections of all these libraries are estimated at millions of volumes

and form & good scientific tasis of technierl works, provided these collections

S - are continuously and systematically augmented with the world's latest technical
} ' ) and sclentific publications and are properly exploited.

As yet there is no central book coliection point for all scientific and tech-
nical publications in Poland. Such a library would be known as the Centralna Bib-
lioteka Techniczna (Central Technicol Library), and would be patterned on similar
libraries existing in Moscow, Prague , and Budapest.
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There are various alternative concepts for such a library.
lect one copy of every scientific and technical publication available in Poland.
All the scientific and technical libraries would have to forward their rare sin-
gle copies to the central library. This would not be feasible in Poland, since
the scientific and technica) libraries located at the various selentific research
institutions are essential to the research projects conducted at these institu-
tions. It would be wrong t¢ transfer books to a central library, with headquar-
ters located in Warsaw, while such books are absolutely necessary for current
projects in Gliwice, Lidz, or Gdansk. Hovever, it would be proper to have at the

central library microfilms of rare works located at the various libraries spe-
cializing in some field.

It could col-

Technical publications, particularly highly specialized ones, are worthless
after u certain period of time, generally in 15.20 years. Such publirations
should be Aisposed of. They would naturally be sent to the Central Tezhnical
Library. The central library should not be a collector of worthless publications,
an archives building, or a musewm. For this reason, the Central Technica) Li-
brary should alse get rid of outdated works after a period of time, and should
place them in separate warehouses, mainly for purposes of historical research.

For the initial collection,

as in similar libraries in Moscow, Prague, and
Budapest, present book collection

5 will be put together to form the Central Tech-
nical Library. Part or these collections will come from the Glowny Instytut Doke

umentacji Noukowo-Techniczne) (Main Institute of Scientifie and Technical Docu-
mentation), NOT, Instytut Urbanistyki i Architektury (Institute of City Planning
and Architecture), and Publiczna Biblioteka Techniczna (Public Technical Library).
Another part of the collection will include some factory libraries of seclentific
and technical institutes and of the central industrial administrations, étc. This
initial collection will amount to at least 100,000 volumes, since it is adtiei-
pated that books and periodicals not now being used at various specialized 1i-
braries will also be forwarded to the Central Technical Library.

An annual increase of 20,000 - 25,000 volumes is anticipated, especially
during the first few years while collections are being assembled. Later the
annual inflow will be smaller. The annual increase was estimated in the follow-
ing manner: Annual publications in Poland are estimated at about 5,000 volumes
of books and ebout 100 titles of periodicals. Abroad, about 15,000 titles of
scientific and technical perindicals, and about 20,000 scientific and technical
books of some value are published annually. 1f the Central Technical Library
should colleect only one-half of these publications (the rest being inaccessible
to Polish readers because of the rare language, or not needed because of dupli-
cation), the annual increment will total 20,000 - 25,000 volumes.

In 16-20 years, the library would collect about & half million volumes .
Since the Central Technical Library is not to be an archives building, plans
have to be made for the removal of the older bound periodicals and books. Ex-
perience abroad shows that the number of old publications which are removed ifrom
1libraries amounts to about four tenths of the new acquisitions. Thus, about 8,000
or more volumes should be removed unnually after the end of the first period of
operation of the library, and should be placed in a specinl wuarcheouse built outs: 3e
the city, after being microfilmed where necessary.

The maximum estimated number at the
to 500,000 volumes and the iibrary stacks
Under such a plen, the number of books an

Central Technical Library would amount
should be planned for such a nurber.

d bound periodicals would remain constant.
A book would go from the

d then would be sent to the

The book collection would undergo constant rotation.
Central Technical Library to the specialized field, an
special warehouse when ontdated.
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The Central Technical Library will not limit 1its collections to the speciel
fields discussed. It must also have the following: (1) books and bound period-
icals dealing with technical subjects and economie subjects related to technelogy
and documentation; (2) reference libraries consisting of encyclopedias, diction-
aries, and general technical works; (3) a collection of microfilms consisting of
the more important library documents not found in the original at the Central
Technical Library; (4) a collection of unpiblished scier: ific and research works,
masters theses, and doctoral dissertations, etc.; (5) a collection of photographs
and slides; (65 a collection of phonograph and tape recordings, etc; (7) a gra-
phic collection of drawings, maps, atlases, etc.

The objective of the Central Technical Library is to satisfy the reading re-
quirements of the geperal public and of specialized researchers. Therefore, it
N m:8t contaln a large general reading room for 300 readers, open at least 14 hours
daily, a few smaller reading rooms for specialized reference libraries, and a few
private research rooms for advanced research work.

' The Central Technical Library building should be equipped with all the latest
technical instellations to ensure the following: (1) a minimum waiting period
for books; (2) proper environment, such as adequate lighting, table space, and
ventilation; (3) accessibility to extensive reference libraries.

The library staff should be assured sufficient working space and proper ed-
ucational aids in the form of encyclopedias, general technical works, bibliogra-
phic vworks, etec.

The Central Technical Library should operate in coordination with the Glowny
Instytut Dokumentac)i Naukowo-Techniczne) (Mein Institute of Scientific and Tech-
nical Documentation) from an organizational standpoint and should be located in
the same group of buildings.
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